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      Current MSP Information 

 
• The MSP Airport Surveillance radar sweeps the sky once every 4.8 seconds. 
 
• Runway 17/35 and its taxiways contain enough concrete to build a sidewalk from Minneapolis to New 

Orleans. 
 

• MSP operates one of the nation’s most extensive airport noise mitigation programs.  Between 1992 to 
the present, the Commission has insulated over 9,000 single-family homes and 3,000 multi-family 
units at a total cost of more than $250 million.  

 
• The 53,000 miles of fiber cable installed on the property of the Commission could circle the world just 

over two times.  
 
• Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport encompasses approximately 3,300 acres.  Turf areas, which 

account for more than one-third of that total, require extensive maintenance by the Field Maintenance 
crew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mowing the Landing Fields at Wold-Chamberlain Field – Year 1931 
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AIRPORT ACTIVITY  
 
The passenger traffic at MSP is affected by the region’s economic profile.  For example, the amount and type 
of commerce in the region may affect the level of business travel to (or from) MSP or the amount of personal 
income in the region may affect the level of discretionary travel from MSP. 
 
Two tables are provided. 
 
A. 
 

Rank Airport Passengers Rank Airport Cargo Rank Airport Operations
1 Atlanta 88,032 1 Memphis         3,697.1 1 Atlanta 970.2
2 Chicago-O’Hare 64,158 2 Anchorage         1,994.6 2 Chicago-Hare 827.9
3 Los Angeles 56,521 3 Louisville         1,949.5 3 Dallas-Ft. Worth 638.8

11 Charlotte 34,537 20 Boston 247.8 8 Charlotte 509.4
12 Miami 33,886 21 Toledo 241.5 9 Philadelphia 472.7
13 Orlando 33,694 22 Denver 224.4 10 Phoenix 457.2
14 Newark 33,399 23 Phoenix 223.7 11 Detroit 432.6

15 Mpls.-St. Paul 32,379 24 Mpls.-St. Paul 189.7 12 Mpls.-St. Paul 432.4
16 Detroit 31,357 25 Portland 178.7 13 New York 416.9
17 Seattle 31,228 26 Detroit 161.9 14 Newark 411.6
18 Philadelphia 30,670 27 Orlando 137.2 15 Salt Lake City 389.3

1 Sum of enplaned and deplaned volume.
Source: ACI, 2009 North American Traffic Report.

2009 Ranking of U.S. Airports
(for the 12 months ended December 31, 2009)

Total Passengers 1 Total Cargo Total Operations

(in thousands)
(Freight and Mail, in thousands of 

metric tons) (in thousands)

____________________

MSP is one of the highest-activity airports in the United States.  Approximately 50% of the passengers were 
connecting while the other 50% were origin-destination.  International travelers and a strong demand for 
charter services also contribute to providing MSP with a strong and diverse passenger base.  MSP was in 9th 
place in 2002 thru 2004.  However, the 2005 statistics indicate MSP is 10th when ranking the U.S. airports for 
passengers.  For 2006, MSP is at 12th and 14th in 2007 as a result of airline bankruptcies and reduced 
passenger levels.  Due to a decline in air travel along with the merger of Northwest and Delta Airlines, MSP 
was ranked 16th in 2008.  In 2009, MSP is in the 15th ranking. 
 
When ranked with total cargo, MSP placed 23rd in the U.S for both 2007 and 2008 (2006 indicated 26th 
position).  The cargo volume is expected to remain the same between 2009 and 2010, a trend similar at other 
airports. Cargo revenues help to support the viability of scheduled passenger flight operations at MSP as a 
portion is carried in the belly compartments of passenger flights.    
 
The number of Operations (based upon one takeoff or landing) indicates that MSP is the 12th most active 
airport when compared with other airports in the United States. 
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B.   
The final table presented indicates the Air Carriers providing service at the airport. As of January 1, 2009, the 
airport was served by 36 air carriers, including 24 U.S.-flag carriers providing scheduled service, three U.S.-
flag carriers providing charter service, seven all-cargo service carriers and three foreign-flag carriers. 

Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport 
Air Carriers Serving the Airport 1 

As of January 1, 2010 

U.S. - Flag Carriers 

Scheduled Service   
Air Tran*  Continental Express6 Republic Airlines*2, 8 
Air Wisconsin2 Delta**7 Shuttle America3, 9 
Alaska* 

American*  
Atlantic Southeast**3 

Frontier* 
Mesa2 

Mesaba**3 

SkyWest*3, 8 
Southwest* 
Sun Country*10 

Chautauqua** 4 Midwest Airlines** Trans States11 
Comair* *3 Northwest**7 United*5 
Compass**3 

Continental*5 

 

Pinnacle **3 US Airways* 

Non-scheduled (Charter) Service 
Omni International*  

 
All-Cargo Services 

 
                ATI**12      FedEx**   Omni Air Express** 

     ABX Air**13      Mountain Air Cargo              UPS**   
     Bemidji** 

Foreign-Flag Carriers 
 

                Air Canada**      Icelandair*               Aeromexico 
          
 
* Signatory to Airline Lease Agreement that expires on December 31, 2010. 
**Signatory to Airline Lease Agreement that expires on December 31, 2020. 
1 Excludes carriers reporting fewer than 1,000 enplaned passengers per annum.  Does not indicate 

               which major air carriers codeshare with each other.  
2 Codeshare with USAirways 
3 Codeshare with Delta. 
4 Codeshare with American and Continental. 
5 On May 2, 2010, the board of directors of United Airlines and Continental Airlines approved a             

stock-swap transaction to combine the two airlines.  The merger of United Airlines and Continental 
Airlines expect to continue to operate as separate airlines until the operations of United Airlines and 
Continental Airlines have been fully integrated, which is expected to take between 12 and 18 
months. 

6 Codeshare with Continental 
7 In 2008, Delta acquired Northwest and its affiliated Air Carriers, Mesaba, Pinnacle and Compass.    

As of January 31, 2010, the operations of Delta and Northwest were merged into a single entity that 
now operates under the Delta brand.  On July 1, 2010, Mesaba and Compass will continue to 
operate Delta connection flights under long-term, extendable agreements ranging from 7-12 years 
depending on aircraft type. 

8 Codeshare with Midwest Airlines. 
9 Codeshare with United. 
10 Sun Country filed for bankruptcy protection in October 2008, but continues to operate at the 
  Airport while it reorganizes under bankruptcy protection. 
11 Codeshare with American. 
12 Provides air service to BAX Global. 
13 Provides air service to DHL. 
     Sources:  Metropolitan Airports Commission 
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AA – Affirmative Action 
   
AAAE – American Association of Airport Executives  
 
Accrual Basis – This basis of accounting attempts to record financial transactions in the period they occur 
rather than recording them in the period they are paid. 
 
ACI – Airports Council International 
 
Administrative Expenses – One of the main expense categories and includes the following: office supplies, 
computer supplies, postage, printing, memberships, and travel. 
 
ADASP - Aviation Direct Access Program 
 
ADO – Airport Director’s Office 
 
AED - Automated External Defibrillator 
 
AETRA – An airport customer satisfaction benchmarking program. (Not an acronym – derived from the Latin 
word for clear sky, upper sky.) 
 
Agreement (The) – The Airline Agreement which expires on 12/31/10 for most airlines (Northwest/Delta, 
Mesaba and Air Canada expires 2020.)  This Agreement is the basis for airline rates and charges primarily the 
landing fee, ramp fee, carrousels and conveyors, terminal building rates and the noise surcharge. 
 
Agreement (The) Third Amendment – This was an amendment to the Airline Agreement approved in 2007 by 
all carriers.  Major components of this amendment include converting the rate methodology from Depreciation 
and Interest to Debt Service and also incorporating a portion of the concessions (25% of Food & Beverage, 
Retail, News and On Airport Auto Rental revenues to MAC up to a maximum of $32.3 million escalated 
annually) as a rebate to Lindbergh and Humphrey Terminal tenants. 
 
AIP Entitlements – Funding available under the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP).  Entitlement grants 
are based on the number of enplaning passengers and landed cargo weight. 
 
AIP Grants – Noise – Funding available under the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP).  Environmental 
Mitigation Projects are discretionary grants that are approved on a project by project basis. 
 
Airline Rates and Charges – One of the three main revenue categories.  Includes all charges set by the Airline 
Agreement (landing fees, ramp fees, terminal rents and carrousels and conveyors)  plus other airline terminal 
rents. 
 
ALEAN - Airport Law Enforcement Agency Network 
 
AMSS – Airport Message Sending System 
 
ANOMS – Airport Noise and Operations Monitoring System 
 
AOA – Airport Operations Area 
 
AOEE  - Assessment of Environmental Effects 
 
APD – Airport Police Department 
 
APM - Automated People Mover 
 
Apron – The extensive paved area immediately adjacent to the Terminal Building area and hangar area.  Also 
referred to as Ramp. 
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ARFF  - Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting 
 
ASIG – Aircraft Service International Group 
 
ASQ  - Airport Service Quality Program 
 
AST - Above Ground Storage Tank  
 
AVI – Automated Vehicle Identification.  Relates to Landside Operations. 
 
Balanced Budget – Refers to Budgeted Operating Revenue equal to Budgeted Operating Expense plus 
depreciation. 
 
BDO - Behavioral Detection Officer 
 
BIDS – Baggage Information Display System 
 
BMI – Body Mass Index 
 
Bonds – A formal promise to pay a specified principal at a certain date in the future along with periodic interest 
on that principal at a specified rate per period. 
 
CAD – Computer Aided Design 
 
Capital Equipment – Represents equipment with a cost of at least $5,000 that will be depreciated. 
 
Capital Expenditure – Refers to a project or piece of equipment that will be depreciated over its useful life 
($5,000 minimum cost). 
 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) – This program covers projects which will be started during the next two 
years.  Also, a Capital Improvement Plan is used to project an additional five years’ worth of projects.  These 
serve as a basis for determining funding requirements and other operational planning decisions. 
 
Capitalized Interest – Interest costs incurred from date of capital project commencement through date of 
beneficial occupancy (substantial completion). 
 
CCTV - Close Circuit Television   
 
CFC - Customer Facility Charge 
 
CFR – Code of Federal Regulations 
 
CMAA – Commercial Management and Airline Affairs 
 
CMMS – Computerized Maintenance Management System 
 
CMS - Content Management System 
 
Commission – Metropolitan Airports Commission 
 
Commercial Paper – Short-term debt obligation sold with maturity dates of 270 days or less. 
 
Concessions – One of the three main revenue categories.  This category includes: food and beverage, news & 
gifts, parking, auto rental, vending, ground transportation, telephones and numerous other small lessees. 
 
Concourse – The long hallway-like structure where loading and unloading of passengers takes place. 
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Connecting Passengers – Passengers who transfer to another flight - Mpls.-St. Paul International not being 
their final destination. 
 
Construction Fund – A special account whose monies are used for capital project expenditures, including 
consulting fees, at all Commission facilities.  (See Construction Budget.) 
 
CSAC – Customer Service Action Council 
 
CSOs – Community Service Officers 
 
CSPI - Customer Service Partnership Initiative 
 
CUPPS – Common Use Passenger Processing System 
 
C.U.S.E. - Common Use System Equipment - used for ticketing and gate use. 
 
C.U.T.E. - Common Use Terminal Equipment - used for ticketing and gate use. 
 
CWN - Comprehensive Well Network 
 
DBE  - Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
 
Debt Service – Represents issuer’s obligation to repay the principal and interest. 
 
Debt Service Account – An account which MAC is required by law to maintain whereby the balance on hand 
on October 10th of each year is equal to all principal and interest due on all Airport Improvement Bonds and 
General Obligation Revenue Bonds payable to the end of the second following year. 
 
Debt Redemption Fund (Sinking Fund) – A special account whose monies are set aside to retire debt.  (See 
Debt Service Budget.) 
 
Defeased – Refers to Bond Refundings where the old debt is replaced by a new debt schedule - in most cases 
at a lower interest rate. 
 
Deficit – Represents the negative difference between operating revenues less operating expenses (including 
depreciation). 
 
Depreciation – The accounting process of allocating against periodic revenue the cost expiration of tangible 
plant, property and equipment over their useful lives. 
 
Derivative Financing Products – A transaction or contact whose value depends on or, as the name implies, 
derives from the value of underlying assets such as stock, bonds, or mortgages.  One party with exposure to 
unwanted risk can pass some or all of the risk to a second party.  The first party can assume a different risk from 
a second party, pay the second party to assume the risk, or as is often the case, create a combination.  
Derivatives are normally used to control exposure or risk. 
 
DHS  - Department of Homeland Security 
 
DNL - Day Night Noise Level 
 
DOG – Department Operating Guidelines 
 
DOT – Department of Transportation – FY05 Omnibus DOT Appropriation 
 
DCS – Departure Control Systems 
 
DTN – Data Transmission Network Corporation 
 

413



Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Airports Commission                                                                       2011 Budget 
Glossary 

 

 

Dual Track Process – The path designated by the Legislature that MAC and the Metropolitan Council will 
follow regarding a new airport.  One track deals with a new airport whereas the other track deals with expansion 
of MSP International.  The decision to expand MSP International was made in March 1996. 
 
E-1 – Enterprise One 
 
ECC – Emergency Communications Center 
 
ECP – Environmental Compliance Program 
 
EDS – Explosive Detection Systems  - Machine that scans baggage for explosives. 
 
EMS – Emergency Medical Services 
 
Encumbered – Refers to the fact that funds have been committed for payment for goods or services. 
 
Enplaned Passengers – The number of passengers boarding an aircraft, including originating and stopover or 
on-line transfer passengers. 
 
Enterprise Fund – The cost (expenses including depreciation) of providing goods or services to the general 
public on a continuing basis is to be financed or recovered primarily through user charges.  That is, operating 
and capital expenses are paid from revenues generated by users. 
 
EOD – Explosive Ordinance Disposal 
 
eparkElite –Voluntary program offering public parkers at MSP Airport a guaranteed parking space no matter 
the availability status of airport parking facilities. 
 
EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 
 
EVIDS – Electrical Visual Information Display System 
 
Exclusive Use – Space rented to a specific airline. 
 
Exclusive Use–Janitored – With this space the Commission furnishes janitorial cleaning. 
 
FAA – Federal Aviation Administration 
 
FAA Regulation Part 36 – This regulation deals with noise standards, aircraft type, worthiness and certification. 
 
FAA Regulation Part 150 – This regulation:  a) establishes a uniform nationwide system of describing aircraft 
noise and noise exposure on different communities; b) describes land-use compatibility for the guidance of local 
communities; and c) provides technical assistance to airport operators and other governmental agencies to 
prepare and execute noise compatibility planning. 
 
F&AS – Finance & Administrative Services 
 
FCM – Flying Cloud Airport 
 
FD&E Committee - Finance, Development and Environment Committee composed of Commissioners meeting 
on a monthly basis.  (This Committee is one of the three standing Committees.) 
 
FIDS – Flight Information Display System 
 
FIS –  Federal Inspection Services 
 
FOD – Foreign Objects/Debris 
FTE – Full Time Equivalent – term referring to employee headcount 
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Fuel Storage Facility – Operated by Airline Consortium and used to provide fuel to the airlines. 
 
Funds – Refers to the Commission’s three funds segregated for accounting purposes – Operating, Debt and 
Construction. 
 
Fund Balance – A fund balance is the assets minus the liabilities in a fund at a given point in time. A positive 
fund balance means there are more assets than liabilities; a negative fund balance means just the opposite. 
Fund balance can be complicated by the fact that part of the fund balance is reserved and part unreserved. 
The difference between reserved and unreserved is that the unreserved can potentially be authorized for 
future expenditures while the reserved cannot. Additionally, the fund balance is a residual and not necessarily 
a cash amount.  
 
Fund Equity – Fund equity is a generic term referring to what is left after all the liabilities have been taken 
care of or paid with all the assets. In government, the term fund balance is more often used. Fund equity, 
while conceptually the same as fund balance, is usually reserved for funds in government that are operated 
on a business or accrual basis.  
 
GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles) – Conventions, rules and procedures necessary to 
describe accepted accounting practices at a particular time. 
 
GASB 34 – Basis of Account – Effective January 1, 2002, the Commission adopted GASB Statement No. 34, 
Basic Financial Statements and Management’s Discussion and Analysis for State and Local Governments; 
Statement No. 37, Basic Financial Statements – Management’s Discussion and Analysis for State and Local 
Governments:  Omnibus; and Statement No. 38, Certain Financial Statement Note Disclosures (GASB 
Statement No. 34).  These statements establish comprehensive, new financial reporting requirements for 
governmental units.  Under GASB Statement No. 34, the Commission is considered to be a special purpose 
government unit engaged primarily in business type activities (BTA).  As a BTA, the Commission prepares its 
financial statements using the accrual basis of accounting and the economic resources measurement focus. 
 
General Airport Revenue Bonds (GARBs) – These bonds are secured by the pledge of all operating 
revenues of the Commission subject to the prior pledges of such revenues for payment of General Obligation 
Revenue Bonds. 
 
General Insurance – Part of the "Other" expense category.  This includes insurance covering property, 
casualty, liability, crime, auto and equipment. 
 
General Obligation Bonds (GORBs) – General obligations of the Commission. Payments of these bonds are 
secured by the pledge of all operating revenues of the Commission. The Commission has the power to levy 
property taxes upon all taxable property in the seven-county Metropolitan Area in order to pay debt service on 
outstanding General Obligation Revenue Bonds. 
 
GHG – Green House Gas 
 
GIS – Geographic Information System 
 
GISW – Glycol Impacted Storm Water management 
 
GPS – Global Positioning System 
 
HHH Terminal – Hubert H. Humphrey Terminal – The Commission's Common Use Terminal housing 
international, domestic scheduled and charter flight activity. 
 
HQ - Headquarters 
 
HR Committee – Human Resources Committee composed of Commissioners.  This committee, one of three 
standing Committees, meets on a quarterly basis. 
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HRD – Human Resource Development    
 
HRIS – Human Resources Information Systems 
 
HT – Humphrey Terminal 
 
HVAC – Heating, Ventilating and Cooling System 
 
IATA – International Air Transport Association 
 
ICAO – International Civil Aviation Organization 
 
IMLA – International Municipal Lawyers Association 
 
Imputed Interest – This rate is essentially a weighted average of all outstanding bond issue interest rates.  It is 
used in the determination of various rates. 
 
 Infield Area – An area constructed for parking or maintenance by cargo companies.  Currently occupied by 
Federal Express and UPS. 
 
IS – Information Services 
 
Issuance Costs – Represents costs associated with issuing debt.  These include, but are not limited to, 
underwriter fees, consultant fees and bond insurance. 
 
JAZB – Joint Airport Zoning Board 
 
JDE – J. D. Edwards  
 
K-9 – Unit of the Airport Police Department which uses trained dogs as part of its Narcotics Program. 
 
Landed Weight – Actual gross weight of a particular plane.  The weights for all aircraft are published by the 
FAA. 
 
Landing Fees – This fee is charged to all airplanes that land at MSP.  The fees are calculated by dividing total 
field and runway costs by total landed weight.  (See Revenue Assumptions section.) 
 
Lindbergh Terminal – The main terminal where most of the scheduled flights arrive and depart.  Also referred 
to as the "Terminal Building".  (This facility was named after Charles Lindbergh.) 
 
Line Items – Refers to specific accounts (line items) within the Commission’s accounting system. 
 
LMS – Learning Management System 
 
Lobby Fees – These fees are a per passenger fee charged to airlines when they use the HHH Terminal. 
 
LOI – Letter of Intent – Grant program by the FAA.  Used for major projects and requires a separate application. 
 
LRT – Light Rail Transit 
 
LTCP – Long Term Comprehensive Plan – Global look at the expansion requirements for Minneapols-St. Paul 
International Airport. 
 
M & O Committee - Management and Operations Committee composed of Commissioners meeting on a 
monthly basis.  (This Committee is one of the three standing Committees.) 
 
MAC – Metropolitan Airports Commission 
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MAC Funds – Amounts generated from operations that the Commission intends to apply toward the cost of the 
Capital Plan after payment of all operating expenses, debt service and other payment obligations. 
 
MACANOMS – Metropolitan Airports Commission Airport Noise and Operations Monitoring System 
 
Maintenance Expense – One of the main expense categories and includes five subdivisions: Trades building, 
field, equipment and cleaning. 
 
Major Carriers – Those airlines which participate in the Airline Agreement.  As of January 1, 2009, these 
include American, Air Tran, America West/USAir, Air Canada, Continental, Delta, Frontier, Northwest, Sun 
Country and United.  In addition to these, there are several freight carriers, charter carriers, and commuter 
carriers that participate in the airline agreement. 
 
MALSR – Medium Approach Lighting System with a Rail (Runway alignment indicator lights) 
 
MCDDH – Minnesota Commission on the Deaf, Deaf-Blind and Hard-of-Hearing 
 
MCOA – Minnesota Council of Airports 
 
MERF – Minneapolis Employees Retirement Fund 
 
Metropolitan Council – (Met Council) – Metropolitan regional planning agency 
 
Minor Equipment – Includes items whose cost is less than $5,000.  These items are minor equipment, 
computers & accessories and office furniture. 
 
MnDot – Minnesota Department of Transportation 
 
MOU – Memorandum of Understanding 
 
MPCA  - Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
 
MSA – Metropolitan Statistical Area 
 
MSGP  - Multi-Sector General Permit 
 
MSP or MSP International – Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport. Refers to the total airport facility. 
 
MUFIDS – Multiple Users Flight Information Display 
 
NIGP – National Institute of Governmental Purchasing 
 
NIMS - National Incident Management System 
 
NOC  - Noise Oversight Committee 
 
NOTAMS – Notice to Airmen System 
 
NPDES – National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
 
NTSB – National Transportation Safety BoardNWA – Northwest Airlines 
 
O & D Passengers – Originating and final destination passengers – originating passengers initiate their travel 
from Mpls./St. Paul International.  Destination (final) passengers arrive at Mpls./St. Paul International and are 
not transferring to another flight. 
 
OAG – Official Airline Guide 
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OABA - Open Architecture Building Automation 
 
Operating Fund – A special fund used to pay all operating expenses such as personnel, maintenance, utilities, 
supplies, insurance, miscellaneous and equipment purchases.  (See discussion on Operating Budget.) 
 
Operating Services – One of the main expense categories and includes the parking management and 
contract, shuttle bus, advertising costs, copy agreement, bank charges, pollution control, service contracts, 
loading dock fees, computer service contracts, storm water monitoring and other charges. 
 
Operation – The aircraft operation which represents a takeoff or landing. 
 
OSHA – Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
 
Other Expenses – One of the main expense categories and includes general insurance, minor equipment, 
safety materials and miscellaneous items. 
 
Other Revenue – One of the three revenue categories and includes other building rents, ground rents, utilities 
and miscellaneous items. 
 
Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) – An authorization by Congress which allows proprietors of commercial 
service airports, such as MAC, to impose a passenger facility charge upon revenue passengers enplaning at 
those airports.  The charge can be set at $1.00, $2.00, or $3.00, $4.00, or $4.50. There are exemptions for 
passengers flying on Essential Air Service flights.  The basis for the PFC is to provide needed supplemental 
revenues to expedite the improvement of airport facilities used by passengers to mitigate noise impacts and to 
expand airport system capacity.  MAC's initial application was approved with charges starting June 1, 1992.  
Early 2001 the level of PFC's charged by MAC will go to $4.50.  The Commission currently has ten approved 
applications, three of which remain open. 
 
PCI - Payment Card Industry 
 
PERA – Public Employees Retirement Association 
 
Personnel – One of the main expense categories which includes all wages, salaries and benefits. 
 
PIDS - Public Information Display Screens 
 
PLM - Pinnacle Learning Manager 
 
Professional Services – This expense category refers to various types of professionals, such as architects, 
engineers, auditors, lawyers and other specialists hired during the year to perform studies or required work and 
make recommendations based upon their findings. 
 
PSS – Public Safety and Security 
 
RAAC – Reliever Airports Advisory Council 
 
Ramp Fees – A fee charged to a particular airline for exclusive use of a specific area of ramp, calculated by 
dividing the total estimated costs in the appropriate cost center by the number of lineal feet of ramp space.  Also 
referred to as Apron Area. 
 
RCS - Revenue Control System 
 
RDC – Regional Distribution Center 
Reimbursed Expense – Costs paid by the Commission initially and then billed back to tenants or paid to MAC 
from other outside sources.  (This is recorded in "Other Revenue”.) 
 
Reliever Airports – Refers to St. Paul Downtown, Flying Cloud, Crystal, Anoka, Lake Elmo and Airlake 
Airports.  These airports provide facilities for general aviation activity and reduce traffic and congestion at MSP 
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International. 
 
Revenue Bonds – Represent bonds which are paid with an entity’s operating revenue generated from rents, 
fees and charges.  (See GARBs.) 
 
RFB – Request for Bid 
 
RFP – Request for Proposals 
 
RFQ – Request for Qualifications 
 
RNAV - Area Navigation  
 
RPZ – Runway Protection Zone 
 
RSS - Requisition Self Service  
 
SAAC – Secured Area Access Control System 
 
SCAN – Spot, Challenge and Notify – An airport employee watch guard program 
 
SCSU – St. Cloud State University 
 
Scope – Non-traditional or derivative financial products are those products other than traditional long-term fixed 
rate debt obligations and traditional short-term variable rate products (including variable rate demand 
obligations, commercial paper and auction rate notes).  Such non-traditional financial products include, but are 
not limited to, “swaps”, “swaptions”, “municipal warrants” and “interest rate caps”. 
 
Self–Liquidating Rents – Fees received for the rental of facilities constructed for a specific airline or tenant; 
leases or lease amendments are negotiated for each facility to assure that the payment of all associated costs 
of constructing, financing and maintaining it are reimbursed to the Commission. 
 
Service Center – The Commission's terminology for a specific department in order to keep track of costs. 
 
Seven County Metropolitan Area – The counties surrounding and including the cities of Minneapolis, St. Paul 
and MSP International.  The counties include Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott and 
Washington. 
 
SIDA – Security Identification Display Area 
 
Signatory Carriers/Airlines – Refers to those carriers/airlines who have signed the Airline Agreement.  This 
includes carriers/airlines from the major, commuter, charter, and cargo/freight carrier categories. 
 
Sinking Fund – A special account whose monies are set aside to retire debt. 
 
SMP - Soil Management Plan  
 
Snow Removal – An expense account under the Maintenance Expense category.  All costs associated with 
removal of snow, with the exception of labor, flow into this account.  These costs include materials such as salt, 
urea, sand and equipment rental used for both hauling and plowing snow. 
 
SOC – System Operations Control 
 
Southwest Cargo Area – An area constructed for parking or maintenance by cargo and airline companies.  
Currently occupied by Sun Country and various cargo companies. 
  
STAR Program -  Steward of Tomorrow’s Airport Resources Program 
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STP – St. Paul Downtown Airport 
 
Subledger - Commission terminology for grouping expenses from various service centers to determine rates 
and charges for tenants and users of the MAC facilities. 
 
Subordinated Debt – Debt that is paid after Senior Debt obligations have been met. 
 
Surplus – Represents the positive difference between operating revenues less operating expenses (including 
depreciation). 
 
SWOT – An analysis that provides information that is helpful in matching the firm’s resources and capabilities to 
the competition. 
 
TBD – To be determined 
 
Terminal 1 (T1) – Charles Lindbergh Terminal Building has been designated Terminal 1 to provide further 
direction/information.  
 
Terminal 2 (T2) – Hubert H. Humphrey Terminal Building has been designated Terminal 2 to provide further 
direction/information.  
 
TGB – Targeted Group Business 
 
TSA – Transportation Security Administration 
 
Taxiway – Paved areas on the airfield to be primarily used for ground movements of aircraft to, from and 
between runways, ramp and apron space and storage areas. 
 
Unencumbered – Funds not yet committed for purchase of goods or services. 
 
UPS – Uninterruptible Power supply 
 
Utilities/Expense – One of the major expense categories.  Included in this section are electricity, telephone, 
water, sewer and fuel.  (Fuel includes both natural gas and fuel oil.) 
 
VALE – Voluntary Airports Low Emission 
  
VFD – Variable Frequency Drive – Equipment for facilities monitoring 
 
VIPR - Visual Intermodal Prevention and Response 
 
VOR – Visual Omni-Directional Radio 
 
WMD – Weapons of Mass Destruction 
 
Wold–Chamberlain Field (WCF) – The airfield itself excluding the Terminal Building.  (Named after two local 
pilots, Ernest Wold and Cyrus Chamberlain, who lost their lives in combat during World War I. 
 
Working Capital – Changes in current assets minus changes in current liabilities. 
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